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Construction industry giant Brookfield Multiplex and leading design and engineering consultancies
HASSELL and AECOM have partnered with the Cooperative Research Centre for Low-Carbon Living
(CRCLCL) in a three year project to develop buildings that have a positive impact on people’s health,
wellbeing and productivity and improve their environmental performance.

The project, called ‘Closing the Loop’, will connect the wealth of evidence that exists for high
performance buildings with front end decision makers through better business case analysis,
professional education, practical tools and guidelines.

Based at the University of NSW, the CRCLCL is a national $100 million research collaboration
comprising over 40 participants including universities, government agencies and companies within
the construction industry.

“The Closing the Loop project will allow us to use our current knowledge to have a practical impact
on people and the environment,” said Scientia Professor Deo Prasad AO, Chief Executive Officer,
CRCLCL.

The research partnership between Brookfield Multiplex, HASSELL, AECOM and the CRCLCL is a
powerful example of ‘collaborating to innovate’. All three industry partners are committed to
delivering high performance built environments and together, have the capacity to significantly
influence the building process from design to delivery and building management.

The project will be undertaken in four interlinked stages. These stages will review existing literature
and identify gaps; research business decision making; create case studies; test and trial the findings
and their operation in the real world; and finally develop tools and strategies for the industry,
including design guides, user manuals, performance measures and assessment tools.

In a nutshell the program will take over 25 years of research currently buried in journals and papers
to create tangible practical tools for the design and construction industries.

“Ultimately our focus is on creating long-term change that not only reduces the impact of our
environmental footprint but leads to far-reaching and long lasting social and financial benefits to
all,” Professor Prasad concluded.
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About the CRC for Low Carbon Living Ltd
The CRC for Low Carbon Living (CRCLCL) is a national research and innovation hub that supports
Australian industry to be globally competitive in the low carbon built environment sector.

It brings together property, planning, engineering and policy organisations with leading Australian
researchers. CRCLCL develops new social, technological and policy tools for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions in the built environment.

A key aim of the CRCLCL is to help cut Australia’s residential and commercial carbon emissions by 10
mega tonnes by 2020, which is the environmental equivalent of taking 2.3 million cars off the road
each year. This will be achieved through developing low carbon building construction materials and
increasing the evidence base for government policy and planning, among other measures. Australia
has set greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets of 25 per cent by 2020 and 80 per cent by 2050
compared with 2000 levels.

When the 2020 carbon reduction targets are met, the CRCLCL will have delivered a direct benefit of
$250 million per year to the economy, while reducing risk to the $150 billion per year construction
industry as it adjusts to a carbon-constrained economy.

It is supported by the Cooperative Research Centres program, an Australian Government initiative.
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