
JOSH BYRNE LAUNCHES HIS STAR PERFORMERS
Following on from his successful and highly awarded web video series and online project, JOSH’S HOUSE, 
Gardening Australia TV presenter and sustainability expert Josh Byrne presents a groundbreaking new 
series: ‘JOSH’S HOUSE STAR PERFORMERS’.

With support from the CRC for Low Carbon Living Josh is embarking upon a unique national research 
tour that will bring together the best high performance volume market housing projects from around the 
country for the very first time and presenting it in a six part web video and multi media series that debuts 
on the 31st October at www.joshshouse.com.au

‘Through my experiences and research over the years, I have developed a strong belief 
that there is a better way we can be designing and building our homes for the benefit 
of our health, hip pockets and our future. I want to see what’s possible for the future 
of housing in Australia and encourage that conversation across the country. At the 
completion of this series I am going to take what I find to Canberra to continue 
the knowledge sharing and express public views and ideas that I find along the way.’   
Josh Byrne.

Like the initial JOSH’S HOUSE series that followed the design and build of Josh’s own high performance 
home, this series will be completely open source with plans, fact sheets, videos being made available for 
free via www.joshshouse.com.au. You can also follow the series via JOSH’S HOUSE social media pages.

QUICK FACTS:
Did you know a recent study found that 1 in 8 people can’t afford 
to pay their power bill? 

www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-13/1-in-8-australians-cant-
pay-electricity-bill/5805886

Did you know a high performance home could save you in excess 
of $3,000 per year on bills?

www.joshshouse.com.au/videos/series-2-updates/#slide1

Did you know that the built environment in Australia is currently 
responsible for around a quarter of the nation’s greenhouse gas 
emissions and half of this is from residential dwellings.

Australian Sustainable Built Environment Council (ASBEC), The 
Second Plank - Building a low carbon economy with energy ef-
ficient buildings. 2008, Australian Sustainable Built Environment 
Council (ASBEC).

THE STAR PERFORMERS
The tour kicks off in Melbourne, by visiting Australia’s first Zero Emission House designed for the volume 
market.

Josh then heads to Sydney to see a life size research project that is putting the design, materials and 
construction methods through rigorous assessment.

Next Josh heads to northern Queensland to meet a second-generation builder and his family, just as 
they’ve moved into their new 10 Star home. 

Then it’s off to Karratha in the North West of WA to see a new style of housing that’s challenging the status 
quo in one of the toughest building markets in the country. 

Josh’s tour concludes in Adelaide where he visits a housing development based on high performance 
design guidelines to see the result of these concepts when rolled out at scale.

To top it all off Josh will travel to Canberra to present his findings.
P1

Star Performers EPISODE ONE:
Address: https://vimeo.com/109125737
Password: jhstar

Publicly available at  www.joshshouse.com.au as of 
the 21st October 2014 

media release



WHAT DOES JOSH MEAN BY HIGH PERFORMANCE HOME?
We all think about the performance of our vehicles and maintain them to ensure they are running well and not wasting money but we don’t often have a 
conversation around the performance of our homes. Simple design principles and behaviours can dramatically impact the efficiency of our homes and literally 
save us thousands each year not to mention the benefit for the environment and our health and happiness. These high performance homes will prove through 
state of the art data collection and monitoring that there is a better way we can be designing and building our homes in all of Australia’s climate regions.

WHAT MAKES A STAR PERFORMER?
Josh’s tour will take him to the very best high performance volume market housing projects around the country that have been built to demonstrate design 
principles, explore ideas and gain valuable knowledge. On approaching the series Josh insisted that in order to be a STAR PERFORMER each home had to be; 
affordable and achievable for the mainstream market and collect data in order to prove that they operate at a level beyond that of standard homes and even 
typical eco-homes. In doing this, the series is able to bring together for the first time the projects that provide the best key principles and ideas that we can all 
utilise right across Australia thus increasing our knowledge in terms of real change in the new housing market.

ABOUT JOSH BYRNE
Josh Byrne is an environmental scientist, landscape designer, TV presenter, author and academic. Best known for his role as the WA presenter on ABC TV’s 
Gardening Australia program, Josh is also a Research Fellow at Curtin University’s Sustainability Policy Institute (CUSP) and Director of Josh Byrne & Associates 
(JBA), a multi award winning landscape design, environmental consultancy and communications firm based in Fremantle WA. 

WEB SERIES PRODUCTION
Emerging Fremantle based production company, VAM MEDIA, is responsible for the production of the series guided by accomplished ex ABC TV series producer 
Brendan Hutchens. Their approach is to collaborate with local creatives to bring about a high-end production tailored to an online broadcast but with the feel of 
a slick television series. In doing so they are forging new ground in terms of what a locally produced online multi-platform video series and project can look and 
feel like and indeed achieve. The original series of Josh’s House encouraged over 300,000 website hits and well over 40,000 video views to date as well as building 
a social media community around the subject of high performance housing and sustainable living.

Contributing to the web series is Perth based post production house Balthazaar Media, musican Roly Skender and his band Stoney Joe who were commissioned 
to deliver an original music score for the series and Fremantle based artist and designer Mark Welsh from Fabrik who designed the series logo and graphic 
elements. The highly commended website www.joshshouse.com.au was also designed by local talent Laith Brookes and his company 32 degrees.

JOSH’S HOUSE    |    GRIGG PLACE - HILTON 6163
PHONE: (08) 9433 3721     |    MOBILE: 0401 278 040   
EMAIL:  DARCY@JOSHBYRNE.COM.AU    |    WEB  WWW.JOSHSHOUSE.COM.AU

CONTACT

For further information or interview requests please contact D’arcy 
Hodgkinson on the details below.
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